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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

COLOUR CODE FOR 
IDENTIFICATION OF ROPES AND CORDAGE 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 8 August 1980, after the draft finalized by the Cordage 
Sectional Committee had been approved by the Textile Division Council. 

0.2 This standard is based on ISO 4877-1980 < Ropes and cordage — 
Colour code for identification \ issued by the International Organization 
for Standardization, ISO. 

0.3 The following criteria have been used in evolving this code: 

a) In order that the marking is easily identifiable, it is preferable to 
use colours that contrast with the remainder of the rope/cordage 
[ the marker yarn(s) being placed within the rope/cordage ] but 
rope/cordage may be entirely of the same colour as the identifica- 
tion colour in some cases. 

b) To avoid any confusion it is necessary to reserve the colours 
selected for the identification marking of standard ropes and 
cordage exclusively for that purpose. 

c) Marking should be simple. It is desirable to select only a limited 
number of colours for identification marking but identifying 
ropes/cordage made from different materials by the same colour 
should be avoided. 

d) The marker yarn (s) should be placed inside the rope/cordage so 
that they remain recognizable despite soiling, soaking and 
discolouration of rope/cordage during use. 

e) Details regarding fastness of the marker colours cannot be specified 
in view of the variety of possible end-uses. Properties such as 
fastness to water, to light and to sea water should be the subject 
of agreement between the manufacturer and the user. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard prescribes a colour code for the identification of ropes 
and cordage made from different natural and man-made fibres ( covered 
by various Indian Standard Specifications ) by using yarn(s) of easily 
identifiable colour, placed inside the rope/cordage, or by colouring the 
rope/cordage entirely in the same colour. 
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2. COLOUR CODE 

2.1 The identifying colours and the methods for identification marking 
for ropes/cordage made from different materials shall be as given in 
Table 1. References to the relevant Indian Standard Specifications are 
given in col 4 of the table. 

2.1.1 The marker yarn(s) shall be placed inside the rope/cordage. 



TABLE 1 COLOUR CODE FOR IDENTIFICATION OF ROPES AND 
CORDAGE MADE FROM NATURAL AND MAN-MADE FIBRES 


Material 


Identifying 

Colour for 

the Material 


Identification Marking Relevant 
( see Note I ) Standard 

Specifications 


(i) 


(2) 


(3) (4) 


Manila: 


Black 


IS : 1084-1969* 


Grade I 




One black yarn in each 
strand 


Grade II 




One black yarn each in two 

strands 


Grade III 




One black yarn in one 
strand 


Sisal 


Red 


One red yarn in one strand IS: 132l-1970f 


Polyamide 


Green 
( see Note 2 ) 


One green yarn in one IS : 4572 ( Part I )- 
strand 1975* 

IS : 4572 ( Part II )- 

1975$ 
IS : 4572 ( Part III )- 

1975J 
IS : 6590-1972§ 



Polyester 
Polyethylene 



Blue 
( see Note 2 ) 

Orange 



One blue yarn in one strand 
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Polypropylene 



Brown 



IS: 5175-19691 



One orange yarn in one 
strand, or rope wholly 
coloured orange 

One brown yarn in one 
strand, or rope line 
wholly coloured brown 

Notk 1 — In the case of cable-laid ropes, the requirement specified is for each of 
the primary ropes. 

Note 2 — Choose a light enough green ( for polyamide ) and a deep enough blue 
( for polyester ) so that there is no risk of confusion between the two colours. 
♦Specification for manila ropes ( second revision ). 
tSpecification for sisal ropes (first revision ), 

^Specification for polyamide multi-filament ropes ( hawser-laid ): 
Part I General (first revision ). 

Part II Ropes for specific applications (first revision ). 
Part III Ropes for general purposes (first revision ). 
§Specification for braided nylon rope for mountaineering purposes. 
([Specification for polyethylene ropes (first revision ). 
^Specification for polypropylene lines and ropes for marine purposes. 



